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THE THANET DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
DECISION OF INDIVIDUAL CABINET MEMBER 

 

Name of Cabinet Member: Councillor Ash Ashbee 

  

Relevant Portfolio: Leader of the Council 

  

Date of Decision: 14 June 2021 

  

Subject: Establishment of new Cabinet Advisory Group (CAG) 
for the Local Plan and Local Development Scheme 

 

Key Decision No In Forward Plan No 

 
Brief summary of matter: 
 

On 17 December 2020, Cabinet agreed a new Local Development Scheme (LDS)(the 
Local Plan work programme), which set out the scope for a partial update of the Local 
Plan, together with a timetable for the preparation of the Plan update. 
 
The purpose of the new CAG would be to: 
 

 To consider the detailed matters identified in the LDS, including, but not 
necessarily limited to, the following: 

 
 The implications of the Local Housing Need Methodology on housing 

requirements for the district; 
 Climate change; including the outcomes from the work of the Climate 

Emergency Working Group, where relevant; 
 Ensure a robust policy relationship between biodiversity “net gain”; 

woodland protection/planting; green infrastructure and the Council’s 
proposed Tree Strategy; 

 Update Environment Strategy policies as necessary, depending on the 
progress of the Environment Bill and Kent Environment Strategies; 

 Guidance on type and size of dwellings may require updating; 
 The provision of Gypsy & Traveller sites to meet identified requirements; 
 Update the provisions of the Plan in relation to Manston Airport in the light 

of any decision on the Development Consent Order; 
 Identify additional employment land, as required; 
 Incorporate any decision in relation to the future of Port Ramsgate; 
 Some Town Centre policies may need amending in the light of changing 

Government guidance and other changes to the planning system; 
 Incorporate key policy aspects from the proposed Westwood SPD fully 

into the Plan; 
 Some infrastructure policies (for example, transport; health and education) 

may need updating, depending on the scale and location of new housing; 
 

 To receive and consider the available evidence in relation to these matters; 
 To consider the options for the Plan; and 
 To advise the Cabinet of the views expressed by the Group. 



 

 
The Terms of Reference are: 
 
1. To receive and consider reports and evidence in relation to the matters set out in 

the LDS; 
2. To consider the policy and development options for addressing these issues; 
3. In their considerations, the Group should have regard to compliance with the 

relevant legislation, government policy and guidance, to the other parts of the 
Development Plan for the area and to all other material considerations; 

4. The Group will receive briefings from Officers in the update process about key 
issues and outcomes from evidence-gathering and discussions with stakeholders; 

5. Following the final meeting of the Cabinet Advisory Group, the key findings/ 
conclusions/recommendations of the Group in relation to the Reg 18 consultation 
will be presented to Cabinet. 

 
There would be nine Members of the Group, as follows: 
 
4 Conservative; 3 Labour; 1 Green; and 1 Thanet Independents. 
 
It is anticipated that there would be a series of informal meetings of the Group, followed 
by a formal meeting to finalise recommendations to Cabinet, before a report is made to 
Cabinet regarding the update of the Local Plan. 

 
Decision made: 
 

To establish a new Cabinet Advisory Group in relation to the Local Plan and Local 
Development Scheme. 

 
Reasons for decision: 
 

To inform the update of the Local Plan. 

 
Alternatives considered and why rejected: 
 

None 

 
Details of any conflict of interest declared by any executive Member who has been 
consulted and of any dispensation granted by the Standards Committee: 
 

None 

 
Author of Officer report: 
 

Adrian Verrall, Strategic Planning Manager 

 
Background papers 
 

N/A 

 
Statement if decision is an urgent one and therefore not subject to call-in: 
 

None 

 
Last date for call-in: 



 

 

25 June 2021 

 


